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IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 10, 1975

FIRST STRIKES CELEBRATE THE BICENTENNIAL

The first production strikes of the three 40% silver bicentennial coins are scheduled to begin on April 23, 1975, at the San Francisco Assay Office, San Francisco, California, Mrs. Mary Brooks, Director of the Mint, announced today.

The newly designed coins represent the most important coinage change to occur since the founding of our government and mark the first time designs on circulating coins are being changed in honor of an anniversary of American Independence.
A colonial drummer, Independence Hall and a combination Liberty Bell and moon are the three designs chosen in a national competition to appear on the backs of the quarter, half dollar and dollar, respectively. The double date, 1776-1976, is to appear on the front of the coins.

The circulating coins will be released to the public by the Federal Reserve System through commercial banks beginning July 7, 1975. These coins are being produced at the Philadelphia and Denver Mints.

The silver proof and uncirculated specimens of the bicentennial coins will be struck at the San Francisco Assay Office and are available by mail order. The first mailing of the special silver sets already ordered also starts July 7, 1975.

In anticipation of unusual demand for quality mementoes of our 200th anniversary, Congress directed the Mint to strike 45 million silver specimens of the bicentennial coins for sale to the public.

Recognizing the historical significance of the new designs, the Mint is making these coins available by mail order anytime through July 4, 1976, and has lifted the limitation on the number of sets that may be ordered.

The introduction of a new automated system for the production of proof coins made possible a reduction in the price of the silver proof sets. The three piece silver bicentennial proof sets are now available at $12.00 each. The three piece bicentennial uncirculated sets are $9.00 each. Please address all new, and additional, orders to:

Bureau of the Mint

55 Mint Street

San Francisco, California 94175 
REPRESENTATIVES OF FEDERAL, CALIFORNIA STATE AND SAN FRANCISCO BICENTENNIAL ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BEEN INVITED TO THE FIRST PRODUCTION STRIKE CEREMONY. PRESS COVERAGE IS WELCOME AT 10:30 A.M., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 1975, SAN FRANCISCO ASSAY OFFICE, 155 HERMANN STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
- 2 -
