["The Department of the TREASURY NEWS" banner, with "The Department of the Treasury 1789" seal on right and "BUREAU OF THE MINT; WASH., D.C. 20220 - W04-5011" on 2nd line.]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JANUARY 28, 1977

MINT FACILITIES TO CURTAIL USE OF NATURAL GAS

Deputy Director of the Mint Frank H. MacDonald announced today that in accordance with requests from the States of Pennsylvania and New York, the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia and the New York Assay Office will stop using gas in their production operations effective immediately.

The Mint facilities, like other industrial operations, have been asked to reduce consumption of natural gas to the lowest possible levels without causing irreparable damage to equipment. The curtailed usage will last for the duration of the natural gas crisis.

Affected operations will include die manufacturing and coin production in Philadelphia and all melting operations involving natural gas at the New York Assay Office. However, the two facilities will continue to work from inventories during the crisis period.

