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Building America
Based on the 2015 Native American $1 Coin
Grades Two and Three

Students will describe the Empire State Building and how Native Americans contributed to its
construction. Students will research iconic American buildings and present their learning in a

creative way.

CONNECTIONS

e Social Studies
e Language Arts

CLASS TIME

Four 30- to 45-minute sessions (120-180 minutes)

GROUPINGS
o Whole group
o Pairs

e [ndividual work

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

Students should have a basic knowledge of:

¢ Native Americans

TERMS AND CONCEPTS

e Native American $1 Coin
e Reverse (back)

e Obverse (front)

o Kahnawake Mohawk
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o Akwesasne Mohawk
e Skyscraper
e High iron construction

e |-beam

e Rivet

e |conic
MATERIALS

o 1 overhead projector or other classroom technology (optional)
e 1 overhead transparency (or equivalent) of the “2015 Native American $1 Coin” page
o Copies of the following:
— “Skyscraper Stats” worksheet
“Building Basics” worksheet
“Learn It, Teach It” worksheet
o 1 copy of an age-appropriate text (or internet article) that gives basic information about the
building of famous American skyscrapers including the Empire State Building
e Chart paper
o Markers, pencils and crayons
o Sticky notes

PREPARATIONS

¢ Make an overhead transparency (or equivalent) of the “2015 Native American $1 Coin”
page.

e Make copies of the following:
— “Skyscraper Stats” worksheet (1 per student)
— “Building Basics” worksheet (1 per student)
— “Learn It, Teach It” worksheet (1 per student)

¢ Locate a text that gives basic information about the building of famous American
skyscrapers including the Empire State Building (see examples under “Materials”). Select
appropriate portions of the text to read aloud as necessary.

e Arrange to use the school computer lab for one session.

o Prepare a large chart in the same format as the “Skyscraper Stats” worksheet.

e Prepare a large outline of the Empire State Building on chart paper. Title the image “The
most amazing thing about the Empire State Building is...”

e Gather print or digital images of iconic American buildings, such as the Chrysler Building,
the Statue of Liberty, the Golden Gate Bridge, the Sears Tower, the United States Capitol,
and the Lincoln Memorial.
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STEPS

Session 1
1. Describe the Native American $1 Coin Program.
2. Display the “2015 Native American Coin Reverse” overhead transparency or photocopy. Tell

the students that the back of a coin is called the “reverse”, and “obverse” is another name
for the front.

Ask the students to examine the coin image and tell you what they see in this image.
Explain to the students that the theme of this coin is “Mohawk Ironworkers” as can be seen
written on the coin. Have students brainstorm what is happening in the image and where it
might be taking place.

Explain to the students that this coin image honors two Native American communities, the
Kahnawake Mohawk and Akwesasne Mohawk, for their “high iron” construction work and
the building of skyscrapers in New York City. Describe for the students the coin’s image
which includes a Mohawk ironworker reaching for an I-beam that is swinging into position
high above the city. Two rivets decorate the border, one on each side, and “Mohawk
Ironworkers” is inscribed at the bottom. Write each of the key terms on chart paper and
record the definitions.

Kahnawake Mohawk and Akwesasne Mohawk — Native American communities from which
many ironworkers came

Skyscraper — a very tall building

High iron construction — construction work high in the sky to build skyscraper
I-beam — a long, straight piece of iron used for building

Rivet — a short, metal bolt used to hold two pieces of metal together

Using a Think-Pair-Share format, ask the students to discuss and share their ideas about
the possible challenges of being a Mohawk ironworker.

Explain to the students that one of the most famous buildings that the Mohawk ironworkers
helped build was the Empire State Building in New York City. Tell the students you will be
reading a text to help them learn about the famous Empire State Building and the danger
involved in building skyscrapers. Introduce the student to the selected text.

Distribute the “Skyscraper Stats” worksheet. Explain that students should listen carefully as
the text is read aloud and take notes about key people, places and things related to the
Empire State Building and the building of other skyscrapers. Make sure the students include
Mohawk ironworkers in the People section. Read the text aloud, pausing for students to
make notes on the worksheet.

After reading, ask students to share what they learned about the Empire State Building and
the building of other skyscrapers. Add student ideas to a class “Skyscraper Stats” chart.
Discuss how Native Americans contributed to the building of the Empire State Building and
add this information to the chart.

Portions © 2013-2015 United States Mint All Rights Reserved. www.usmint.gov/educators


http://www.usmint.gov/kids/coinNews/nativeAmerican/2015.cfm

[,

10.

Explain to the students that they will be researching other iconic American buildings like the
Empire State Building over the next few sessions and then sharing their findings in a
creative way. Explain that iconic means symbolic or representative. Add this term to the list
started earlier in the session.

Distribute a sticky note to each student and have them complete the prompt, “The most
amazing thing about the Empire State Building is...” After each student has an opportunity
to share, have them add the sticky notes to the large Empire State Building outline on chart
paper to represent the windows.

Session 2

1.

Display the “2015 Native American $1 Coin Reverse” image. Review with the students the
material covered in the previous session, including the term definitions, the “Skyscraper
Stats” chart and the Empire State Building image with sticky notes. Review the importance
of the Mohawk ironworkers to the building of American skyscrapers.

Explain to the students that they will be researching iconic American buildings. Ask the
students to name any buildings they can think of and list them on chart paper. Display the
images of famous American buildings and tell the students the name of each while adding
these to the list on chart paper.

Explain to the students that they will be working in pairs to select one building and use the
Internet to research that structure. Distribute the “Building Basics” worksheet to each
student and explain that they will use this worksheet to guide their research and take notes.
Allow the students time to work with partners to conduct their research and take notes on
the worksheet.

Explain to the students that in the next session they will be choosing a creative way to
display what they have learned about an iconic American building.

Sessions 3 and 4

1.

2.

oW

Display the “2015 Native American $1 Coin Reverse” image. Review with the students the
material covered in the previous sessions.

Explain to the students that they will be summarizing their building research in a creative
way. Tell the students that it is their job to share their learning with other students in the
class. Distribute the “Teach It, Learn It” worksheet to all students and review the directions,
checklist and general expectations. Answer all student questions as needed.

Allow the students time to prepare and complete their final products.

Invite students to present their final products to the class.

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTION

Portions © 2013-2015 United States Mint All Rights Reserved.

Allow students to use a scribe, computer program or drawings to complete their worksheets.
Provide adult support for selecting and creating the final product.

Allow students to complete their final product about the Empire State Building.

Allow students to work in pairs or small groups to create their final products.

Provide a template for students to use when creating the brochure or invitation.
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ENRICHMENT/EXTENSIONS

e Have students research other iconic American buildings, as well as iconic structures in other

countries.
e Have students learn more about Native Americans through other Native American $1 Coin
lesson plans for grades 2 through 3.

ASSESSMENT

o Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions.
o Evaluate the students’ worksheets and checklist for understanding of the lesson objectives.

STANDARDS (National\Common Core

Common Core
English/Lanqguage Arts

o ELA-Literacy.W.3.2 — Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas and information clearly.

e ELA-Literacy.W.3.7 — Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.

e ELA-Literacy.W.3.8 — Recall information from experiences or gather information from print
and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

National Standards
National Council for Teachers of English/International Reading Association Standards for
English/Language Arts

Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process
elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.

National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Standards

Theme 2: Time, Continuity, and Change
Theme 3: People, Places, and Environments
Theme 4: Individual Development and Identity
Theme 8: Science, Technology, and Society
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Building America

Skyscraper Stats

Name: Date:

People Places Things
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Building Basics

Name: Date:

My Iconic American Building:

Size

Location

When Built

Builders

Special Facts
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Learn It, Teach It

Name: Date:

You have learned a lot of great information about one iconic American building. Now it is your
job to teach your classmates what you have learned. You may choose one of the options below,
or you may think of your own way to teach your classmates about a famous building.

¢ Make a diagram of the building that includes key facts

o Write and perform a poem or song about the building

e Create a travel brochure about the building

o Write a detailed invitation or letter to come visit the building
e Script and present a newscast from the building

You will use the following checklist to plan and review your final product.

My Building Checklist

|:| I chose one method to teach others about my building.
|:| | gave my product a title that includes the name of the building.
|:| I included information from my “Building Basics” research, including:

o Size

o Location

o When Built

o Builders

o Special Facts

|:| My information about the building is all accurate.
|:| My writing has complete sentences and correct capitalization and punctuation.
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UNITED STATES MINT LESSON PLANS
Building America, Grades Two and Three

2015 Native American $1 Coin
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