
PORTIONS © 2006 U.S. MINT.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 28 Grades Kindergarten and 1

5:  Four Famous Faces
Based on the South Dakota quarter reverse

OBJECTIVES
Students will recognize certain historical figures in United States history.  Students will under-
stand the basic job of the President of the United States.

MATERIALS
• 1 overhead projector
• 1 overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the “South Dakota Quarter Reverse” page
• Copies of the following worksheets:

– “My Coin”
– “Famous Values”

• 1 class map of the United States
• Images of Mount Rushmore, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln,

and Theodore Roosevelt
• Copy of a text that gives basic information about the duties of the President of the United

States, such as:
– Duck for President by Doreen Cronin
– Arthur Meets the President: An Arthur Adventure by Marc Brown
– My Teacher for President by Kay Winters
– White House Mouse by Peter W. Barnes and Cheryl Shaw Barnes

• Chart paper
• Markers
• Small bags of a variety of plastic coins
• Copies of enlarged coin outlines (fronts only) of the penny, nickel, and quarter (coloring

pages found at www.usmint.gov/kids/index.cfm?fileContents=campCoin/coloring.cfm)
• Math manipulatives
• Scissors
• Glue
• Crayons

PREPARATIONS
• Make copies of the following:

– “Famous Values” worksheet (1 per student)
– Enlarged outlines (coloring pages) of the fronts of the penny, nickel, and quarter (1 per

group, 1 for the teacher)
– “My Coin” worksheet (1 per student)
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• Make an overhead transparency of each of the following:
– “South Dakota Quarter Reverse” page
– “Famous Values” worksheet

• Gather images of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore
Roosevelt.

• Gather images of Mount Rushmore.
• Locate a text that gives basic information about the duties of the President of the United

States (see examples under “Materials”).
• Create a packet containing the coin outline pages (backs) and plastic coins for each group

in Session 1.

GROUPINGS
• Whole group
• Small groups
• Individual work

CLASS TIME
Two 20- to 30-minute sessions

CONNECTIONS
• Social Studies
• Mathematics

TERMS AND CONCEPTS
• Mount Rushmore
• Monument
• George Washington
• Thomas Jefferson
• Abraham Lincoln
• Theodore Roosevelt

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
Students should have a basic knowledge of:
• Coin values • Counting change
• Presidents • Past and present
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STEPS
Session 1
1. Describe the 50 State Quarters® Program for background information, if necessary, using

the example of your own state, if available.  Locate South Dakota on a classroom map.
Note its position in relation to your school’s location.

2. Display the “South Dakota Quarter Reverse” transparency or photocopy.  Have the
students discuss and identify the images on this coin design, including presidents George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln.

3. Lead a class discussion regarding the presidents’ images and display the images of Mount
Rushmore.  Explain to the students that the image of the Presidents on the coin is part of a
monument (in this case, a statue made in remembrance of special persons) called Mount
Rushmore.  Write the name “Mount Rushmore” above the term “monument” and its
definition on chart paper.  Ask the students why they think that the monument might be
important to South Dakota, and accept all responses.

4. Display the images of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and
Abraham Lincoln and explain to the students that these men are very important to our
country’s history.  Ask the students to brainstorm ideas about what these men did.  Explain
to the class that they each did great things for our country and were presidents.

5. Introduce the students to the selected text about the job and duties of the President.  As a
group, preview the text and illustrations to generate observations about what is occurring
at different points in the text.  Read the selected text to the class and attend to any unfamil-
iar vocabulary.

6. Discuss the meaning of the term “president,” directing the students to realize that our
nation’s president is the leader of all of the people of our country.  Explain to the students
that a president is much like the principal of a school who leads the teachers and students.
Have the students brainstorm the names of other presidents with whom they may be
familiar.  Ask the students who the current President of the United States is and add that
name to the chart paper.

7. List on chart paper some of the jobs of the President.
8. Ask the students where they may see pictures of the current President or former presi-

dents of the United States.  Student responses may include paper money and coins, in
newspapers and on TV.  Record the student responses on the chart paper.

Session 2
1. Review the discussion and information on the chart paper from Session 1.
2. Divide the class into small groups.  Distribute a bag of plastic coins and large coin outline

pages to each group.  Ask them to find the enlarged coin with President Washington on it
and hold it up.  Repeat the process for presidents Jefferson and Lincoln.
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3. Choose three students to hold up the large coin outlines of the fronts of the penny, nickel,
and quarter.  As a class, review which president is on each coin.  Discuss the value on
each coin.

4. Have the small groups of students arrange the coins in order from the smallest to largest
denomination.  Review as a class and have the student volunteers stand in the same order.

5. Repeat the activity arranging the coins from the largest to the smallest denomination.
6. Have the groups find the plastic coins that match the enlarged images.  Review the face

value and name of each coin.
7. Distribute the “Famous Values” worksheet to each student.  As a class, review the direc-

tions on the worksheet.  Allow sufficient time for the students to complete the worksheet.
8. Collect the students’ worksheets.
9. Distribute a “My Coin” worksheet to each student.  Invite the students to create a new

obverse image of four important people from their school, community, or family.
10.Display the “My Coin” worksheets in the classroom.

ASSESSMENT
• Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions.
• Evaluate the students’ worksheet for achievement of the lesson’s objectives.

ENRICHMENTS/EXTENSIONS
• Read aloud other theme-related books about the United States presidents.  Add these

books to the class library.
• Create a coin with an image or symbol of Theodore Roosevelt.
• Have books about Mount Rushmore available in the classroom library for students to look

over and read on their own.
• Have students create a painting, sketch, or sculpture in the style of Mount Rushmore that

represents their school, community, or state.

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTIONS
• Allow students to work with partners to complete their worksheets.
• Allow students to dictate their answers to a scribe.
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CONNECTION TO WWW.USMINT.GOV/KIDS
• Have students visit the Games page online and play “Cents of Color” and “Plinky’s

Create-a-Card” at www.usmint.gov/kids/index.cfm?fileContents=games.
• Have students view a series of medals highlighting Theodore Roosevelt and various wildlife

in the 2003 fall edition of Making Cents at www.usmint.gov/kids/
index.cfm?fileContents=coinNews/makingCents/2003/q4.cfm.

• Have students learn more about our coins and currency.  There is a variety of resources on
the Coin Curricula page at www.usmint.gov/kids/index.cfm?fileContents=teachers/
coinCurricula.

Four Famous Faces
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Famous Values
Directions:  Look at the coins.  Find the name of the
president that matches the image.  Cut out the man’s
name and paste it under the correct picture.  On the line,
write the coin’s face value.

Name __________________    __________________    __________________

Value  __________________    __________________    __________________

George Washington

Abraham Lincoln

Thomas Jefferson

Directions:  Look at the groups of coins.  Write each
group’s total value on the line below it.

Value  ___________   ___________  ___________   ___________   ____________
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My Coin
Name _________________________
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South Dakota Quarter Reverse




