
Portions © 2014–2015.  All Rights Reserved.
www.usmint.gov/educators 13 Grades Two and Three 

United States Mint Lesson Plans

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	
	
	
	  

Welcome to the Neighborhood
 
Based on the 2014 Native American $1 Coin
 

Grades Two and Three
 

OBJECTIVES
 
Students will describe how Native Americans helped the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  
Students will compare the past and present. Students will explain the importance of 
showing hospitality to others. 

MATERIALS 
•	 1 overhead projector or equivalent classroom technology (optional) 
•	 1 overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the “2014 Native American $1 Coin” 

page 
•	 Copies of the following: 

–	 “Hospitality on the Trail” worksheet 
–	 “My Hospitality Journal” worksheet 
–	 “Hospitality on the Page” worksheet 
–	 “Let’s Act It out” worksheet 
–	 “My Journal Checklist” worksheet 

•	 1 copy of an age-appropriate text or excerpt that gives information about Native 
American culture, such as: 
–	 Meet Lydia:  A Native Girl from Southeast Alaska by Miranda Belarde-Lewis 
–	 Lewis and Clark Through Indian Eyes:  Nine Indian Writers on the Legacy of 

the Expedition by Alvin M. Josephy, Jr. 
–	 When the Rain Sings: Poems by Young Native Americans by the National 

Museum of the American Indian 
•	 1 copy of an age-appropriate text that gives basic information about the Lewis and 

Clark Expedition, such as: 
–	 The Great Expedition of Lewis and Clark: By Private Reubin Field, Member of 

the Corps of Discovery by Judith Edwards 
–	 You Wouldn’t Want to Explore with Lewis and Clark! by Jacqueline Morley 
–	 How We Crossed the West: The Adventures of Lewis and Clark by Rosalyn 

Schanzer 
•	 1 copy of an age-appropriate fiction text about a new student at school, such as: 

–	 The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi 
–	 Chamelia and the New Kid in Class by Ethan Long 
–	 The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig 
–	 The New Bear at School by Carrie Weston 
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•	 Chart paper 
•	 Markers, pencils, and crayons 
•	 Construction paper (12 x 18 inches) 

PREPARATIONS 
•	 Make an overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the “2014 Native American $1 

Coin” page. 
•	 Make copies of the following: 

–	 “Hospitality on the Trail” worksheet (1 half page per student) 
–	 “My Hospitality Journal” worksheet (4 or more per student) 
–	 “Hospitality on the Page” worksheet (1 half page per student) 
–	 “Let’s Act It Out” worksheet (1 page per 6 stations, cut into 6 scenario strips, 1 

strip per station) 
–	 “My Journal Checklist” worksheet (1 half page per student) 

•	 Locate a text or excerpt that gives information about Native American culture (see 
examples under “Materials”). 

•	 Locate a text that gives basic information about the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
(see examples under “Materials”). 

•	 Locate a fiction text about a new student at school (see examples under 
“Materials”). 

•	 Locate and bookmark Web sites that provide examples of journal entries from the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, such as: 
–	 www.archives.gov/education/lessons/lewis-clark/ 
–	 https://www.dnr.mo.gov/parks/lc-curriculum.htm 
–	 teaching.msa.maryland.gov/000001/000000/000152/html/t152.html 

•	 Create a teacher-made example of the “My Hospitality Journal” worksheet. 
•	 Prepare a chart for Think-Pair-Share work in Session 3 titled “Hospitality at 

School.” 
•	 Invite a class visitor for Session 4 (for example, a guest speaker, parent, principal, 

or community member). 

GROUPINGS 
•	 Whole group 
•	 Pairs 
•	 Individual work 

www.usmint.gov/educators
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CLASS TIME 
Four 30- to 45-minute sessions, total 120 to 180 minutes 

STANDARDS 
•	 Common Core State Standards for English/Language Arts 

–	 ELA-Literacy.W.3.1 – Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons. 

–	 ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1 – Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

•	 National Council for Teachers of English/International Reading Association 
Standards for English/Language Arts 
–	 Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different 

writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences 
for a variety of purposes. 

•	 National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Standards 
–	 Theme 1: Culture 
–	 Theme 2: Time, Continuity, and Change 
–	 Theme 3: People, Places, and Environments 
–	 Theme 10: Civic Ideals and Practices 

•	 National Center for History in the Schools (NCHS) National Standards for History 
–	 NSS-USH.K-4.1 Students understand the history of the local community and 

how communities in North America varied long ago. 
–	 NSS-USH.K-4.3 Students understand the causes and nature of movements of 

large groups of people into and within the United States, now and long ago. 
•	 The Center for Civic Education National Standards for Civics and Government 

–	 NSS-C.K-4.5 Roles of the Citizen 

CONNECTIONS 
•	 Social Studies 
•	 Language Arts 

www.usmint.gov/educators
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TERMS AND CONCEPTS 
•	 Native American $1 Coin ● Reverse (back) 
•	 Meriwether Lewis ● William Clark 
•	 Expedition	 ● Hospitality 

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 
Students should have a basic knowledge of: 
•	 Past and present 
•	 American Indian 
•	 Fiction and nonfiction texts 
•	 Role playing 

STEPS 
Session 1 

●		 Obverse (front) 
●		 Explorer 
●		 Journal 

1.	 Describe the Native American $1 Coin Program for background information. The 
program is described at www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/nativeamerican/. 

2.	 Display the “2014 Native American $1 Coin” overhead transparency or photocopy.  
Tell the students that the back of a coin is called the “reverse” and “obverse” is 
another name for the front. Ask the students to examine the image and tell you 
what they see. 

3.	 Explain to the students that the theme of the coin is “hospitality.”  Discuss the term 
and develop a definition. Explain the coin image 2014 theme, “Native Hospitality 
Ensured the Success of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.” 

4.	 Tell the students that over two hundred years ago, two men named Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark led a group of explorers westward to the Pacific Ocean.  
Tell the students an explorer is someone who travels somewhere they have never 
been to learn about the land, people, animals, and plants that live there. An 
expedition is the explorers’ journey to a new place.  

5.	 Note for the students that this expedition took place in the past from 1804 to 1806. 
Explain to the students that Native Americans were very helpful to the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition and that their hospitality (showing kindness and generosity toward 
guests) helped the expedition succeed. Write the words “hospitality,” “explorer,” 
and “expedition” on chart paper and record the definitions. 

6.	 Using a two-student sharing format, ask the students to discuss and share how the 
Native Americans might have helped the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

www.usmint.gov/educators
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7.	 Introduce the students to the selected text about the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
Remind the students to think about examples of the hospitality of the Native 
Americans. 

8.	 Distribute the “Hospitality on the Trail” worksheet.  Explain that students should 
write down examples from the text of the hospitality of the Native Americans.  Read 
the text aloud, pausing for students to make notes in the first box on the worksheet. 

9.	 Ask the students to share what they learned about how Native Americans helped 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Add these ideas to the “Hospitality on the Trail” 
worksheet. 

10. Explain to the students (or refer to the text) that Lewis and Clark were known for 
keeping journals during their expedition. Display and discuss examples of these 
journals using the bookmarked Web sites. 

11. Explain to the students that they will be creating several journal entries over the 
next few sessions. All of their entries will be compiled into a journal in the style of 
Lewis and Clark. Display the teacher-created example.  

12. Distribute a large piece of construction paper to each student and have them fold it 
to create a folder as their journal. Have the students write “My Hospitality Journal” 
and their names on the cover.  Allow time for them to decorate the folder. 

13. Distribute a copy of the “My Hospitality Journal” worksheet to each student. 
Explain that they will be keeping a journal to record their learning during their study 
of hospitality.  Provide the students with the following prompt: “Hospitality was 
important to Lewis and Clark because…” Encourage them to include details and 
examples. 

14. After all the students have completed their journal entries, allow time for them to 
share with a partner or the whole group. Have the students add the journal entry to 
their folders. Explain to the students that they will be learning in the next session 
about how showing hospitality can make an impact in our modern lives. 

Session 2 
1.	 Display the “2014 Native American $1 Coin” transparency.  Review with the 

students the material covered in the previous session, including the definition of 
“hospitality” and the “Hospitality on the Trail” worksheet.  Review the importance 
of the hospitality of the Native Americans to the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

2.	 Explain to the students that they will be looking for examples of how hospitality 
affects people in the present, just as it did in the past with the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. 

3.	 Introduce the students to the selected text about a new student at school. Ask the 
students to be thinking about examples of how the text’s characters show hospitality 
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or how they could show hospitality.  Distribute the “Hospitality on the Page” 
worksheet for student note-taking in words or pictures. 

4.	 Ask students to share their notes. Add these ideas to a chart labeled “Hospitality on 
the Page” along with the title of the book. 

5.	 Distribute a “My Hospitality Journal” worksheet to each student. Explain to the 
students that they will be continuing to add to their journal to record their learning. 
Provide the students with the following prompt: “Hospitality was important to 
[insert character name] because…” Encourage the students to include details and 
examples. 

6.	 After all the students have completed their journal entries, allow time for them to 
share with a partner or the whole group. 

7.	 Have the students add the journal entry to their folders. 

Session 3 
1.	 Display the “2014 Native American $1 Coin” transparency.  Review with the 

students the material covered in the previous sessions, including the definition of 
“hospitality” and the examples of hospitality discovered so far. 

2.	 Explain to the students that they will be practicing hospitality themselves by acting 
out different scenarios with a partner in a role-playing activity.  These scenarios 
focus on how students can show hospitality in school. 

3.	 Choose one of the scenarios to model with a student. Demonstrate how the partners 
read the scenario together, assign roles, and then act out the scenario.  In each 
scenario, one role will be expected to be demonstrating hospitality to the other 
person. Model the scenario as appropriate to the teaching context, or use this 
sample script for the scenario of an adult classroom visitor: 
–	 Visitor: (knocks on door)  Hello. I’m Mr. ______. 
–	 Student: Hello, Mr. _______.  We’ve been expecting you.  My name is _____. 

Welcome to our class! 
–	 Visitor:  Thank you! 
–	 Student: Would you like to sit here?  We are setting up a science experiment 

about weather. 
4.	 Set up stations around the classroom, having the students rotate through a set of 

six stations so that each student gets to play a role in each of the six scenarios. For 
larger classes, you could print two copies of the “Let’s Act it Out” worksheet to 
make 12 stations (or more). To streamline the process, you could assign students to 
always play Role 1 or Role 2. You might also assign a time limit for each station.  
Distribute one “Let’s Act It Out” scenario strip per station.   
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5.	 Assign role-playing partners. Explain a system for the pairs (or small groups) of 
students to move around the room to each scenario station. Monitor and support 
student groups as they act out the different scenarios. 

6.	 After the students have acted out each scenario, gather them into one group. 
Provide time for reflection. Then ask these questions to guide reflection: 
–	 How did you feel acting out the different scenarios? 
–	 How did you feel when you were the person showing hospitality? 
–	 How did you feel when you were the person receiving hospitality? 
–	 How might someone feel in these situations if people did not show hospitality? 
–	 What did you learn from this role playing activity? 

7.	 Display the “Hospitality at School” chart. Using a Think-Pair-Share format, ask the 
students to discuss and share how they can show hospitality at school. Keep this 
chart posted in the classroom throughout the year as a reference tool for welcoming 
class visitors and new students. 

8.	 Distribute a “My Hospitality Journal” worksheet to each student. Provide the 
students with the following prompt: “Hospitality is important at school because….” 
Have the students add another entry to their journal to record what they’ve learned. 
Encourage the students to include details and examples. 

9.	 After all the students have completed their journal entries, allow time for them to 
share with a partner or the whole group. 

10. Have the students add the journal entry to their folders. 
11. As an extended home assignment over the next week or weekend, ask the students 

to look for examples of hospitality or opportunities where they can show hospitality 
in their homes or communities. 

Session 4 
1.	 Display the “2014 Native American $1 Coin” transparency.  Review with the 

students the material covered in the previous sessions, focusing on the definition 
and examples of “hospitality.” 

2.	 Tell the students that they will be having a special visitor and the students will be 
expected to display their hospitality skills. Bring the visitor into the class and give 
the students opportunities to use hospitality during the visit or presentation. 

3.	 Ask the students to share the hospitality they showed in their home or community 
during the previous week or weekend. Depending on the size of the group, this 
sharing can take place in pairs or small groups. 

4.	 Distribute a “My Hospitality Journal” worksheet to each student. Provide the 
students with the following prompts: “Hospitality in my community is important 
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because…” and “Hospitality in the past and present are similar because….” Have 
the students add what they’ve learned to their journal using specific details and 
examples. After all the students have completed their journal entries, allow time for 
them to share with a partner or the whole group. 

5.	 Have the students add the journal entry to their folders. 
6.	 Distribute the “My Journal Checklist” worksheet and allow students time to review 

and revise their journals as needed based on the checklist. 

ASSESSMENT 
•	 Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions. 
•	 Evaluate the students’ worksheets, journal entries, and writing checklist for 

understanding of the lesson objectives. 

ENRICHMENT/EXTENSIONS 
•	 Have students search for examples of hospitality in other books or real life 

situations and add them to the hospitality journals. 
•	 Have students learn more about Native Americans through other Native 

American $1 Coin lesson plans for grades 2 and 3 at www.usmint.gov/kids/ 
teachers/lessonPlans/nativeAmerican/download.cfm. 

•	 Have students learn more about the Lewis and Clark Expedition through the 
Westward Journal Nickel Series lesson plans for grades 2 and 3 at www.usmint. 
gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/coin-program/westward-journey-nickel.cfm. 

•	 Have the students learn more about the Lewis and Clark Expedition by locating 
related primary source documents (such as journals). 

•	 Have the students play the Lewis and Clark Adventure game at www.usmint. 
gov/kids/games/lewisclarkadventure/. 

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTION 
•	 Allow students to use a scribe, computer program, or drawings to complete their 

worksheets. 
•	 Provide adult support or scripts for acting out the scenarios. 
•	 Allow students to work in pairs to create their journal entries. 
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Role 1: substitute teacher Role 2: student 
Setting: the classroom 

Role 1: guest speaker Role 2: student 
Setting: the classroom 

Role 1: student Role 2: new student 
Setting: the library 

Role 1: new student Role 2: student 
Setting: the cafeteria 

Role 1: parent visitor Role 2: new student 
Setting: the hallway 
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Name _____________________________ 

My Journal Checklist 

	 I created a “My Hospitality Journal” that is clearly labeled and neatly 
decorated. 

	 I have at least 4 journal entries.
 

	 My journal entries all have a main idea and at least 2 details or
 
examples. 

	 My journal entries include illustrations that show the main idea and 
details. 

	 My journal entries all have complete sentences and correct 
capitalization and punctuation. 

Name _____________________________ 

My Journal Checklist 

	 I created a “My Hospitality Journal” that is clearly labeled and neatly 
decorated. 

	 I have at least 4 journal entries.
 

	 My journal entries all have a main idea and at least 2 details or
 
examples. 

	 My journal entries include illustrations that show the main idea and 
details. 

	 My journal entries all have complete sentences and correct 
capitalization and punctuation. 
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