
UNITED STATES MINT LESSON PLANS 

Gap Map Worksheet #1 

Name: 

Directions: Research the following. Complete the chart. 

Question Topographic/contour maps 

What is a topographic map?  

Who would use a topographic map  

What are contour lines? What do they 
show? 

 

 

Question Cumberland Gap 

What is it? (Landforms?)  

Where is it? Mountain range States  

How high are the mountains around it?  

How did the Gap form?  

What is the Wilderness Road?  

What is the Warrior’s Path?  
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“Gap Groups” Worksheet #2  

Name: 

Directions: Research the groups that used the Cumberland Gap. Complete the 
chart. 

Group Dates Motive for 
using 

Traveling 
from 
where? 

Traveling 
to 
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Gap Map Rubric 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 Self teacher 

Knowledge 
Gained 

The student can 
accurately use 
a topographic 
map to show 
landforms, 
elevation, and 
depth. 

The student 
can use a 
topographic 
map to show 
landforms, 
elevation, and 
depth. 

The student 
can use a 
topographic 
map to show 
some 
landforms, 
elevation, and 
depth. 

The student has 
some difficulty 
using a 
topographic 
map to show 
landforms, 
elevation, and 
depth. 

  

Contour 
lines 

The student 
accurately uses 
contour lines to 
show elevation. 

The student 
uses contour 
lines to show 
elevation. 

The student 
occasionally 
uses contour 
lines to show 
elevation. 

The student 
does not use 
contour lines 
appropriately. 

  

Labels - 
Accuracy 

The student 
correctly labels 
and locates all 
of the items on 
the map. 

The student 
correctly labels 
and locates 
most of the 
items on the 
map. 

The student 
correctly labels 
and locates 
some of the 
items on the 
map. 

The student 
correctly labels 
and locates few 
of the items on 
the map. 

  

Labels & 
Features - 
Neatness 

All 
labels/features 
can be read 
easily. 

Most of the 
labels/features 
can be read 
easily. 

Some of the 
labels/features 
can be read 
easily. 

Few of the 
labels/features 
can be read 
easily. 

  

Map 
Legend/Key 

Legend is easy-
to-find and 
contains a 
complete set of 
symbols. 

Legend 
contains a 
complete set of 
symbols. 

Legend 
contains an 
almost 
complete set of 
symbols. 

Legend is 
absent or lacks 
several 
symbols. 

  

Information 
Gathering 

Student made 
excellent use of 
the research 
materials 
provided. 

Student made 
good use of the 
research 
materials 
provided. 

Student made 
use of the 
research 
materials 
provided. 

Student made 
no use of the 
research 
materials 
provided. 

  

Student Reflection: 

Teacher Reflection: 
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Gap Group Rubric 
Name: 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 Self Teacher 

Focus on Topic 
(Content) 

The student consistently focuses on 
the main topic. The student compares 
and contrasts the two groups. Main 
idea stands out and is supported by 
detailed information. 

The student mostly focuses on the main 
topic. The student compares and 
contrasts the two groups. Main idea is 
supported by detailed information. 

The student occasionally focuses 
on the main topic. The student 
compares and contrasts the two 
groups. Main idea is not clear. 

The student has difficulty 
focusing on the main topic. 
The student has difficulty 
comparing and contrasting the 
two groups. 

  

Capitalization & 
Punctuation 
(Conventions) 

The student makes no errors in 
capitalization or punctuation, so the 
paper is exceptionally easy to read. 

The student makes 1 or 2 errors in 
capitalization or punctuation, but the 
paper is still easy to read. 

The student makes a few errors 
in capitalization and/or 
punctuation that catch the 
reader's attention and interrupt 
the flow. 

The student makes several 
errors in capitalization and/or 
punctuation that catch the 
reader's attention and greatly 
interrupt the flow. 

  

Introduction 
(Organization) 

The student's introduction is inviting, 
states the main topic and previews the 
structure of the paper 

The student’s introduction clearly states 
the main topic and previews the 
structure of the paper, but is not 
particularly inviting to the reader. 

The student's introduction states 
the main topic, but does not 
adequately preview the structure 
of the paper nor is it particularly 
inviting to the reader. 

The student has no clear 
introduction of the main topic 
or structure of the paper. 

  

Sequencing 
(Organization) 

The student uses details that are 
placed in a logical order and the way 
they are presented effectively keeps 
the interest of the reader. 

The student uses details that are placed 
in a logical order, but the way in which 
they are presented/introduced 
sometimes makes the writing less 
interesting. 

The student uses some details 
that are not in a logical or 
expected order, and this distracts 
the reader. 

The student has many details 
that are not in a logical or 
expected order. 

  

Transitions 
(Organization) 

The student uses a variety of 
thoughtful transitions. They clearly 
show how ideas are connected. 

The student uses transitions that clearly 
show how ideas are connected, but there 
is little variety. 

The student has some transitions 
work well; but connections 
between other ideas are fuzzy. 

The student’s transitions 
between ideas are unclear or 
nonexistent. 

  

Conclusion 
(Organization) 

The student’s conclusion is strong and 
leaves the reader with a feeling that 
they understand what the writer is 
"getting at." 

The student’s conclusion is recognizable 
and ties up almost all the loose ends. 

The student’s conclusion is 
recognizable, but does not tie up 
several loose ends. 

The student has no clear 
conclusion, the paper just 
ends. 

  

Accuracy of Facts 
(Content) 

All supportive facts are reported 
accurately 

Almost all supportive facts are reported 
accurately. 

Most supportive facts are 
reported accurately. 

NO facts are reported OR most 
are inaccurately reported. 

  

Grammar & 
Spelling 
(Conventions) 

The student makes no errors in 
grammar or spelling that distract the 
reader from the content. 

The student makes 1-2 errors in grammar 
or spelling that distract the reader from 
the content. 

The student makes 3-4 errors in 
grammar or spelling that distract 
the reader from the content. 

The student makes more than 
4 errors in grammar or spelling 
that distract the reader from 
the content. 

  

Commitment 
(Voice) 

The student successfully uses several 
reasons/appeals to try to show why 
the reader should care or want to 
know more about the topic. 

The student successfully uses one or two 
reasons/appeals to try to show why the 
reader should care or want to know more 
about the topic. 

The student attempts to make 
the reader care about the topic, 
but is not really successful. 

The student made no attempt 
to make the reader care about 
the topic. 
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Cumberland Gap National Historical Park 
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